The role of immunoglobulin binding factors in the pathogenesis and therapy of AIDS.
The human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) gp120 and gp41 envelope proteins and Staphylococcus aureus protein A (SPA) all have Fc receptor (FcR)-like immunoglobulin binding factor (IBF) activity for the Fc constant fragments of human immunoglobulin G (IgG). Viral IBF may contribute to the pathology of HIV by jamming the network of FcR signals that control FcR-dependent immunity. Conversely, the bacterial IBF SPA has anti-retroviral activity that may involve antagonism of the immunopathological action of viral IBF, strongly suggesting IBF may act as a double-edged sword that might be turned against viral invaders.